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INTRODUCTION
This annual report provides an epidemiological summary of communicable diseases (also called
“infectious diseases”) reported to the Portage County Combined General Health District (PCHD) or
Kent City Health Department (KCHD) in 2022. Ohio Administrative Code 3701-3-02 reads that
diseases classified as Class “A,” “B,” and C” can cause potential harm to public health and are to be
reported to the Board of Health. Although COVID-19 is not specifically listed (see Pg 15 & 16), it is
classified as a Class “A” disease. It is considered “an unexpected pattern of cases, suspected cases,
deaths or increased incidence of any other disease of major public health concern, because of the
severity of disease or potential for epidemic spread, which may indicate a newly recognized
infectious agent.” (1, 2)
A standard reporting case definition has been set for most reportable conditions by the Center for
Disease, Control, and Prevention (CDC), the Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE),
and the Ohio Infectious Disease Control Manual (IDCM) (3, 4). These case definitions may differ
from the criteria used to make a clinical diagnosis. 
 
COVID-19
Staff at PCHD routinely work on disease surveillance and case investigations. On March 13, 2020,
PCHD received notification of the first COVID-19 case within the county. COVID-19 is a respiratory
illness that is caused by the SARS-CoV-2 virus. This virus spreads easily through respiratory
droplets from an infected person. Cumulatively, the case counts reported for this disease to the
health district overshadowed all other communicable disease reporting. To account for this high
volume and to identify trends, several data tables and graphs will have COVID-19 removed and
displayed in another graphic. PCHD began routine reporting of COVID-19 case counts internally
and to community partners in March 2020. For more details on the data reports available, please
visit the PCHD website (portagehealth.net). 
 
DATA SOURCES
Incidence rates are the number of new disease cases within a specified period divided by the total
population at risk in that period. Data in this report is presented primarily as counts of cases or as
incidence rates per 100,000 persons. When more than one year of data is presented, the incidence
rates are calculated per 100,000 person-years. Data used in this report are reportable conditions in
the Ohio Disease Reporting System (ODRS), where the onset of the disease was between January 1,
2018, to December 31, 2022. Population estimates were pulled from the U.S. Census for 2019 and
2021 (5). Due to limitations in extracting data from ODRS, incidence rates for 2022 reportable
conditions were mapped using the 2019 U.S. Census. These numbers include confirmed and
probable cases. Cases deemed “not a case” or “suspected” were removed from the analysis.

If you have any questions about this report, contact Penny Paxton, Epidemiologist at Portage
County Health District (ppaxton@portagehealth.net). 
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Demographic Profile 
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Demographic Profile 

U.S. Census 2021 estimated population sizes for
Portage County by census tract (5). 

To the left is a zoom-in of Kent City, Brimfield
Township, and Franklin Township populations. 
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Counts and Rates of Communicable Disease 

Below is a map of Portage County's communicable disease rates by census tract.  This graphic
does not include COVID-19 rates because 78.5% of cases for 2022 were COVID-19 cases. 
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Counts and Rates of 
Communicable Disease 

Table 6: Portage County Reportable Conditions, *Case Counts, 2022



Portage County Combined General  Health District  Annual  Communicable Report  2022                    8

Counts and Rates of 
Communicable Disease 

Table 7: Top Ten Portage County Reportable Conditions, 2022
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Communicable Disease Trends

 The graph to the right
shows the number of

COVID-19 cases
reported over a two-

year period by month. 

In December,
communicable diseases

reported in 2022
doubled compared to

the previous year
(2021). This graph

excludes COVID-19
cases reported.  

In December 2021, 9 times as many COVID-19 cases were reported compared to December
2022. Additional in-depth counts and rates for COVID-19 can be found on the Portage County

Combined General Health District Website. 
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Top Communicable Diseases 
in Portage County by Gender

Table 8b: Top Communicable Diseases in Portage County by Gender*, 2018-2022

Table 8a: Top Communicable Diseases in Portage County by Gender*, 2022
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Top Communicable Diseases 
in Portage County by Race

Table 9a: Top Communicable Diseases in Portage County by Race*, 2022
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Top Communicable Diseases 
in Portage County by Race

Table 10b: Top Communicable Diseases in Portage County by Race*, 2018-2022
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Top Communicable Diseases 
in Portage County by Ethnicity

Table 11b: Top Communicable Diseases in Portage County by Ethnicity*, 2018-2022

Table 11a: Top Communicable Diseases in Portage County by Ethnicity*, 2022
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Top Communicable Diseases 
in Portage County 

Table 12: Top Communicable Diseases in Portage County by Age*, 2022
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Top Communicable Diseases 
in Portage County 

Table 13: Top Communicable Diseases in Portage County by Age*, 2018-2022
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Enteric Disease Trends

The graph to the left
shows the number of
cases reported over

two years by month for
Campylobacteriosis,
Cryptosporidiosis, E.

coli, Shiga Toxin-
Producing, Listeriosis,

Salmonellosis,
Shigellosis and

Yersiniosis.
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Enteric Disease Trends

Below is a map of Portage County's enteric disease rates by census tract over a five-year period This
graphic includes the top for most common enteric diseases. This includes Campylobacteriosis,

Cryptosporidiosis, E. coli, Shiga Toxin-Producing, and Salmonellosis. 
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Hepatitis Trends

The graph to the right
shows the number of
cases reported over

two years by month for
Hepatitis A, B (chronic

and acute) and C
(chronic and acute) .
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Hepatitis Trends
Below is a map of Portage County's hepatitis rates by census tract over a five-year period. This graphic

includes hepatitis B acute/chronic infections and hepatitis C acute/chronic infections. 
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Sexually Transmitted Infections Trends

The graph below shows the number of cases reported by month for Chlamydia and
Gonococcal infections in 2021 and 2022

Gonococcal infections
increased to counts

slightly higher than in
pre-covid times. 
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Sexually Transmitted Infections Trends

Below is a map of Portage County's sexually transmitted infection rates by census tract over a five-year
period. This graphic includes chlamydia infections and gonococcal infections. 
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Ohio Laws & Administrative Rules; Ohio Administrative Code, Chapter 3701-3, Communicable
Disease: https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3701-3-02
Ohio Department of Health “Ohio Disease Reporting System.” https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-
programs/ohio-disease-reporting-system
Ohio Department of Health; Infectious Disease Control Manual (IDCM); Section3;
https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-programs/infectious-disease-control-manual/infectious-
disease-control-manual
Center for Disease and Prevention; National Notifiable Diseases Surveillance System (NNDSS),
Case Definition; https://www.cdc.gov/nndss/ 
United States Census Bureau 2019 and 2021 “American Community Survey Demographic and
Housing Estimates” https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?
g=0500000US39133%241400000&tid=ACSDP5Y2019.DP05
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